
 

 

           Appendix 1 
        

Summary of Response Received to Petition Presented at a Recent 
Assembly Meeting 

 

 

Petition submitted on 24 July 2013 (Plenary) 

 

1. Murad Qureshi AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 

“We the undersigned ask the Mayor of London, TfL & Hounslow Council to make much safer for 

pedestrians the junction of Barrowgate Road/Heathfield Gardens/Sutton Lane North in Chiswick 

and along Cedars Rd (A4) before the subway crossing to the south of the A4. Since the school 

catchment areas have changed in Hounslow many more parents and their young children have to 

cross the above junction & the A4 to get to school. Any proposed improvements should be 

incorporated within proposed development of Porsche Cars building along Cedars Rd (A4) as 

well.” 

 

 Mary Harpley, Chief Executive, London Borough of Hounslow, sent a written response on          

12 August 2013 saying: 

 

Thank you for your letter received on 1st August in reference to a petition presented by 

Murad Qureshi AM.  Please be advised that the petition has been published on 

Hounslow’s web site and is still open to signatures until 10th September. 

 

I understand that Thomas Ribbits, Head of Democratic Services, has explained this to 

Mr Qureshi in a recent phone call and also to your own support team.  The petition will 

go through our own petition process when after 10th September the Lead Cabinet 

Member with responsibility for this area will decide if it will be heard at the relevant 

Area Committee or that it will go directly to Borough Council if the nature of the 

petition is deemed to be a borough wide issue. 

 

I hope this answers your enquiry.” 

 

Boris Johnson, Mayor of London sent a written response on 17 September 2013 saying: 

 

“I write in response to Darren Johnson’s letter of 30 July enclosing a petition you 

presented to the Assembly meeting on 24 July. 

 

As you know, Transport for London (TfL) is the highway authority for the TfL Road 

Network (TLRN).  All other roads are the responsibility of the local boroughs.  I am 

afraid the junction of Barrowgate Road/ Heathfield Gardens/ Sutton Lane North is not 

on the TLRN and, as such, is not within my remit nor that of TfL.  Notwithstanding 

this, I understand the London Borough of Hounslow intends to review this particular 

junction in light of the safety concerns you have highlighted.  A preliminary site 

assessment is currently underway to determine what can be done to improve this 

junction.  If you would like more information on the review, I suggest contacting LB 



        

 

Hounslow’s Chief Executive, Mary Harpley who can be contacted at: 

mary.harpley@hounslow.gov.uk. 

 

In respect of the A4 Cedars Road, you will know there are currently three pedestrian 

subways provided under Cedars Road at Harvard Hill, Sutton Lane South and Sutton 

Court Road. In addition, a staggered crossing is available at ground level on the eastern 

side of Sutton Court Road, which provides pedestrians with a refuge area half way 

through the crossing.  In addition, by the end of September, TfL would have 

implemented two improvement schemes at Harvard Hill and Sutton Lane South. These 

will improve pedestrian safety and reduce the risk of collision between cyclists and 

pedestrians using he subways. 

 

TfL will also be modifying the Sutton Court Road staggered crossing.  This will reduce 

both the distance pedestrians have to travel to cross to the east side of the junction 

and the risk of right-turn collisions.  TfL has consulted on this already and expect to 

have completed their modelling by the end of the year. 

 

Turning to your point about the Porsche Cars building redevelopment, there are 

currently two planning applications to refurbish the existing showroom and to build a 

new service centre.  I understand concerns about pedestrian safety were raised at the 

planning committee and Porsche confirmed that the proposals were likely to reduce the 

number of traffic movements necessary as cars would no longer need to be moved off-

site for servicing and repairs.  The planning committee also raised the matter with the 

Chiswick Area Forum. 

 

2. Stephen Knight AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 
“We, the undersigned, object to the removal of safety barriers along the A316 at the junction 
with Meadway, Twickenham.   
 
We call upon TfL to: 
 
replace the safety barriers, ensuring suitable protection for pedestrians along this stretch of road; 
and 
 
fully consult with local residents on any future proposals.” 
 

 Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, sent a written response on 6 September 2013 saying: 

 

 “I write in response to Darren Johnson’s letter of 30 July enclosing a petition you 

presented to the Assembly meeting of 24 July. 

 

I understand that local residents and interested parties, including Cllr Piers Allen, have 

expressed strong concerns about the removal of the guardrail barriers along the A316 

at the junction with Meadway. 

 

As you may know, TfL is engaged in a programme to reduce the amount of redundant 

street furniture on the TfL Road Network (TLRN).  This is to open up the streetscape 

to make it a more pleasant environment, and can be achieved through the removal of 
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unnecessary signage, as well as reviewing the need for guardrails along the TLRN.  

Before a guardrail is removed at a given location, an independent safety assessment is 

undertaken.  This is to make sure that its removal will not be detrimental to pedestrian 

safety.  Such an assessment was carried out for the guardrail along the A316 at the 

junction with Meadway and no issues were identified. 

 

The guardrail was removed as part of a larger subway improvement scheme which was 

developed in response to personal safety concerns within the structure, following an 

assault in 2007.  The scheme includes improved lighting throughout the subway and a 

range of treatments to the footpaths and grass verges. 

 

However, following the points raised in the petition, I asked TfL to review the case for 

guardrails at this location and TfL have offered to reinstate the guardrails, with works 

due to be completed by the end of summer. 

 

Thank you again for bringing this matter to my attention.” 

 

3. Gareth Bacon presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 

 “We, the undersigned, object to the proposals by the Royal Borough of Greenwich to introduce 

new parking restrictions in the areas around Avery Hill.  If introduced, these proposals would 

move the parking out of Greenwich into Bexley, and into narrow residential roads within the 

Blackfen and Lamorbey & East Wickham wards which already have parking difficulties.  As the 

residents most affected by the plans, we also note we have not been consulted on these 

proposals. 

 

We therefore urge the Mayor of London and the London Assembly to reject these proposals by 

the Royal Borough of Greenwich and support Bexley residents.” 

 

Boris Johnson, Mayor of London sent a written response on 17 September 2013 saying: 

 

“Thank you for the petition you presented at the London Assembly (Plenary) meeting 

on 24 July about the proposals by the Royal Borough of Greenwich to introduce new 

parking restrictions in the areas around Avery Hill. 

 

You may be aware that the proposals referred to in the petition have been referred to 

me by the Royal Borough of Greenwich under section 121B of the Road Traffic 

Regulation Act 1984, which provides that the GLA has a power (exercisable by me) to 

approve such proposals where an objection has been made by another London borough 

and not withdrawn. 

 

While I am considering whether to exercise that power, I am sure that you will 

understand that in the circumstances it would be inappropriate for me to make any 

comment on the matter.” 

 

 

 


